SOUTHERN   MESOPOTAMIA
Officers, both before and after the occupation of Basra.1 It
was emphasized that 'this War has nothing to do with religion'.2
The Shaikhs were urged not to 'allow the foolish people to be
led away by foolish talk of "Jehad".' The Arabs were assured
that the British Government bore cno enmity or ill-will against
the populace';3 that it had cno desire to treat them as enemies
so long as they themselves remain friendly and neutral and
refrain from taking up arms against her (British) troops3.4 On
the contrary, the British Government hoped cto prove good
friends and protectors'. The inhabitants were assured that,
under the British flag, they would cenjoy the benefits of liberty
and justice both in regard to your religious and your secular
affairs'.5 They were warned, however, that while it was cthe
wish of the British Government to free the Arabs from the
oppression of the Turks and bring them advancement and
increase of prosperity and trade5, yet, cin the case of those
departing from the the path of friendship and neutrality and tak-
ing up arms in co-operation with the enemy, their properties lying
within the sphere of British control will be considered seques-
trated to the British Government'.6 This warning had already
been conveyed to them in an emphatic notice on the outbreak
of war and dated November 5th, 1914.'
Neither the assurances nor the warnings conveyed in these
proclamations nor the personal efforts of Sir Percy Cox and his
assistant Political Officers were sufficient to win over the Arabs
1 Compilation of Proclamations, Notices, etc. . . . Relating to .. . Mesopotamia,
October 3 ist, 1914 to August 3 ist, 1919 (Baghdad, 1919) (hereafter, Proclamations,
1914-19).   Notices and Proclamations, Nos. 1-5, 7, 8.   An interesting parallel
to the Proclamations of 1914 may be seen in the instructions to Captain Seton,
Political Officer to the expeditions against pirates of the Persian Gulf, 1809. See
Low, op. cit.. Vol. i, p. 325.
2 Proclamations, 1914-19, Notice No. i, October sist, 1914; Proclamation
No. 2, November ist, 1914; Proclamation No. 3, November ist, 1914.
8 Ibid., Proclamation No. 5, November 22nd, 1914.
* Ibid , Notice No. 7, February i4th, 1915; cf. also, Notice No. 4, November
5th, 1914.
6 Ibid., Proclamation No, 5, November 22nd, 1914.
6 Ibid., Notice No. 7, February I4th, 1914.
7 Ibid., Notice No. 4, November sth, 1914.
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